Management of tongue cancer in the patient who is systemically immunosuppressed: a preliminary report.
Renal transplantation is being improved, and life expectancy for patients with transplanted kidneys is being prolonged, but the incidence of malignant tumors in other body organs or tissues is increasing progressively. We investigated effective clinical plans for treating lingual cancer in persons who are long-term renal transplant recipients. The group included 3 cases of lingual cancer after renal transplantation. All were men. The mean age was 47.5 years (range, 40 to 55). The lingual cancer occurred a mean of 9 years after renal transplantation. The lesions of two patients were in the left lingual margins; the other patient had multiple bilateral lesions. All diagnoses were confirmed microscopically to be squamous cell carcinomas stage I to II. The doses of immunosuppressive agents were decreased, and two patients accepted surgery, chemotherapy, and radiotherapy. The third patient died 1 year after the cancer was diagnosed because of metastases. The other 2 patients had regular follow-up for 2 to 3 years and did not have either local recurrence or metastasis. Patients who have lingual cancer develop after renal transplantation have received long-term immunosuppressive therapy. We suggest the following clinical protocol: (1) Besides regular evaluation after renal transplantation, physical examination and biopsy of suspicious oral lesions are necessary because of the possibility of postrenal malignancy. (2) Surgery, along with chemotherapy and radiotherapy, is the main treatment of lingual cancer after renal transplantation. (3) The lingual tumor should be comprehensively treated despite the poor immune state of the body, or tumor recurrence can accelerate and metastases can occur. (4) Treating cancer thoroughly and maintaining the function of the transplanted kidney can decrease the patient's immune status. We should continue to observe and to report the patients' protocol, even if the patients' clinical follow-up periods are limited.